Intracellular staining for cytokines and transcription factors.
Within the past years immune cells in general and T cells in particular have been categorized into a vast variety of subsets with different functional properties. One of the key technologies fueling this emerging complexity is intracellular staining for effector cytokines and/or lineage-defining transcription factors. Here we discuss the critical steps for performing successful multicolor immunophenotyping of mouse T cells in combination with analysis of intracellular molecules after ex vivo isolation.